
SLAA Intergroup Meeting 2/4/18 
 

- Meeting started with Trusted Servant Prayer and Serenity Prayer 
- Reading of the 12 steps and 12 traditions  
- Reading of the 12 concepts - after discussion of pros and cons and 

acceptance as part of agenda by acclamation. 
 

- Introductions 
 

- Minutes from the January meeting were read by Sam E (2018 Secretary) 
 

Suggestion by [Paul G] for Secretary to maintain a list of motions (substantive 
motions only) and whether passed or not. 
 
Suggestion by [David C.] to increase size of book order.  See below under New 
Business.   
 
Minutes for January meeting were accepted by acclamation. 
 

Reports 
 
Treasury:  
(2018 Treasurer is [Joe T.]) 
 
Starting Book Balance        $7,020.61  
 
Contributions  

- Montclair, NJ (PayPal)  
(didn’t come in from Paypal yet)    $124.92 

- St. Francis Friday 6:15pm - “Anorexics”   34.95 
- St. Francis Friday 6:00pm – Beginners    26.60 
- Women’s Saturday Meeting – Bklyn Heights  171.00 

397.47 
Payments: 

- Squarespace      $96.00 
- FWS contribution for 2017         552.75 
- Vonage costs paid to [Emily N.] (Venmo)   87.83 

      736.58 
 

Net monthly increase (decrease)        (339.11) 
Ending book balance         $6,681.50 
Reconciling Items: 
 PayPal deposit not received yet in bank ($124.92) 
 Previous difference carried forward     86.58 
                   (38.34) 



Ending bank balance         $6,643.16 
 
Amount reserved for retreat       $1,961.00 
 
Balance of book balance not reserved -  
$6,681.50 – 1,961.00 = 4,720.50  
 
([Joe T.] suggested adjusting the book balance upwards by $86.58 since this 
difference has continued monthly for several months (maybe more than 6 months). 
 
Treasurer’s report was accepted by acclamation. 
 
Communications Report: 
 
[Emily N.] is the Communications Chair. 
 

1. The Vonage bill needs to be paid again.  [Emily N.] will check when and how 
much. 

 
2. Still in the process of learning the codes for the website. 

 
3. Handled several emails – usually from people asking if they can attend the IG 

meeting. 
 

4. There were some requests about changing meetings’ names 
 

5. There were some requests from outsiders for interviews, including press and 
podcast media.  One of the requests came from a Columbia student. 

 
Concern was raised about the possibility of copyright infringement. 

 
There was discussion about this point.  Some suggested that all such 
requests must be referred to FWS, because we are not equipped.  Others 
said that we are authorized to handle such requests in the New York area 
under certain circumstances. 

 
6. Suggestion to use GoDaddy instead of Squarespace. 

 
Suggestion to use Google Voice instead of Vonage.  Some asserted that 
Google Voice does protect anonymity.  [Emily N.] said she would check into it 
and see what other groups are using before making a decision. 

 
7. Discussion about posting the minutes.  See below under New Business. 

 
8. We also discussed that unless someone specifically wants us to use a 



pseudonym in the minutes, generally we will use the first name and second 
initial. 

 
The Communications report was accepted by acclamation. 
 
Literature: 
 
Presented by [David C.], the new Literature Rep. 
 

1. About $690 worth of literature on hand. 
 

2. About $698 in cash ($655 from Joe T and $43 new). 
 

3. The materials are relatively well-stocked for now, but need to order chips and 
books. 
 

4. Discussion about increasing the book order.  See below under New 
Business. 
 

5. Discussion about meeting literature reps ordering materials.  [Emily N.] will 
arrange a connection directly from the website to [David C.] 
 

6. [Joe T.] reported that we are permitted to use the box in the corner near the 
door to store materials.  We just have to get a lock and key. 
 

Literature Report was accepted by acclamation. 
 
Ancillary Reports: 
 
[Tony] not here to report on Journal. 
 
[Kara] not here to report on ABM (Annual Business Meeting). 
 
By-Laws – [Emily N.] stated that it’s not ready yet; should be ready by the March 
meeting.  
 
Retreat – No update yet. 
[David C.] said that no one has made any inquiries yet or expressed any interest.  
Discussion about possibly postponing until later to free up our limited resources.  
[Emily N.] asserted that we might have just enough time to make arrangements 
and a flyer by the time of the March meeting.   
 
We should be going to our meetings trying to get people interested.  The retreat 
would be for everyone.   
 



Any decisions will be made by the Retreat Committee. 
 
Thinking about possibly Camp Kinder Ring upstate. 
 
It’s expected that the retreat would have a theme (but it hasn’t been decided yet).  
 
ABM – [Ash] is chair of the ABM Committee. 
 
- The 2018 ABM will be in Texas.  
- The ABM people will decide by Feb 15th in which city they will have the 2019 

ABM.  From Aug 2018, they will start considering the possible venues. We 
will be able to submit suggestions. In Winter 2019 they will make the final 
decision of the particular venue. 

 
 
 
New Business 
 

1. Discussion about posting the minutes.   
 
Motion to circulate the minutes before the next month’s meeting, then to 
review them, and if okay, to post them after that.  So, for example, we can 
go ahead now and post the January meeting minutes if they are okay 
because we reviewed them at the February meeting.  After the March 
meeting, we will be able to post the February meeting minutes if they are 
okay.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

2. Discussion about increasing the size of the book order from 51 to 151 to 
reduce the cost per book from $15.65 to $11.55.  An order of 151 books 
would cost $1,700.36.  In the past year we sold approximately 100 books, 
so at that rate, one order of 151 books could last for 1.5 years.  Also, we 
could consider lowering the price for the books to the meetings from the 
$12 price we currently charge down to $10 per book.  In this way our “loss” 
per book would be reduced from $3.65 to $1.55. 
 
Motion to increase the book order to 151 and to reduce the price of the 
book to $10. Motion passed unanimously. 
 

3. Discussion about creating a new outreach service position.  The goal 
would be for the selected individual to be charged with dealing with 
outsiders, including the media.  [Ash] asserted that the other intergroups 
have such a position. [Paul G] asserted that it is not in our By-Laws 
currently, but maybe it should be in the By-Laws.  The By-Laws committee 
will consider this. 
 



No second, so the matter was tabled for next month.  (However at the 
March 2018 meeting - after these February 2018 Minutes were already 
accepted by acclamation - [Paul G.] asserted that this matter was not 
tabled to March. It is the distinct recollection of several members present at 
the February meeting that the matter was tabled at that time.)  
 

4.   [Emily N.] asked where on the web-site should the Minutes get posted.  
[Joe T. suggested that a separate page of the website should be devoted to 
Reports and Minutes. 
 

5. Discussion about forming an accessibility committee to study and report on 
the advisability of holding meetings in “accessible” locations that comply 
with ADA.  It’s currently difficult for some handicapped people to come to 
certain meetings that are not accessible.  But in the New York area the 
question is usually whether to start a meeting, rather than where to conduct 
the meeting. 
 
Motion to establish Accessibility Committee passed unanimously.   
 
[Jenny A.] and [Ash] will chair the committee. 
 

6. Group conscience to approve credit for literature for 2 new meetings that 
[Ash] is involved with.  (Groups get $75 literature credit if they show 
receipts.)  Group conscience passed. 
 

7. Discussion about using the 12 Concepts.  Motion passed 4-1 with 2 
abstentions. 
 

 
 

 
Old Business 
 
Discussion about moving our meeting to a location that is accessible.  Right now we 
just make contributions to the church.  An accessible location would cost more 
money.  Suggestion was made by [Ash] to look for accessible spaces and to take 
one for up to $150 per month (i.e. $75 per hour).  [Emily N] thought it’s too much, 
and also objected because of the tradition of keeping the meeting where it is.  Also, 
how would newcomers find it.  [Joe T.] said we can put up a sign, and we could post 
the information on the website. 
 
Suggestion was made to look for accessible space for up to $150 for just the next 
meeting. 
 
Motion vote was 3-3 with 1 abstention.  Chair voted for the Motion as tiebreaker, so 



Motion passed. 
 
 
Closing with Serenity Prayer. 
 
 


